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The objectives of the research is to describe the implementation of debate technique in 
teaching speaking to the students in Istibank Surakarta. This is a qualitative research. The 
research was conducted at Istibank Surakarta located in Jl. Ir. Sutami No. 46 Sekarpace, 
Surakarta Telp/Fax : 0271 630 029. The subjects of the research were the students of 
English course in Istibank Surakarta in learning speaking using debate technique. The 
data of this research were taken from observation and interview. In analyzing the 
qualitative data, the researcher used interactive model of analysis data by Miles and 
Huberman, it includes conducted data collection, data reduction, data display, and 
drawing conclusion. 
The result: (1) the implementation of debate technique encourages the students to speak 
communicatively. It was indicated during the debating activity, the students were able to 
build the case from the given motion. It was also revealed that there were many rebuttals 
during the debate session, it indicates that the students understand the case well. 
Therefore, teachers need to be creative in teaching. Teachers also need to know the 
students‟ psychological condition. 
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MOTTO 
 
“Seek knowledge from the cradle until the grave” 
(Prophet Muhamad SAW) 
 
“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving” 
(Albert Einstein) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
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A. Background of The Study 
Language is a system for the expression of meaning. Its primary 
function is for interaction and communication, (Mc Donough and Shaw, 
2003:135). Language is used by human in order to know and understand 
each other. While according to Rifa‟i (2000:437), because people use 
language; they can introduce themselves, communicate with other, and 
enlarge their knowledge. 
Without language it is hard to imagine how people can cooperate and 
get along with other. One of theories says that language is a means of 
communication among the nations and people. It will be utilized to deliver 
someone‟s idea, felling, thought, and opinion to someone else. English is 
an International language which has been received by countries all over 
the world. The function of it is as a means of communication in meeting 
business or other activities among governments over the world. Besides, 
English is used as science of knowledge, new invention in field of modern 
technology, pharmaceutical, medical, etc. 
As a foreign language in Indonesia, English is learned seriously by 
many people to have a good prospect in the community of international 
world. Recently, English becomes important. Since it is important, English 
is taught widely at formal school starting from elementary school up to 
universities even at informal school, for example: courses. 
 
As we know that there are four skills in learning English they are 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Speaking is very important 
1 
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because speaking and human being cannot be separated from each other. 
Speaking is used to express their ideas and to communicate people in 
civilized world. 
From the statements above, it is shown that people have to make a 
friendship or can be understood by each other, although they have 
different sexes, tribes, countries, and languages. People need 
communication to know each other. It is a basic human activity, and the 
basic of all humans communication is language. Language has some 
functions in people life, in everyday activities.  
Speaking seems intuitively the most important skill to master. The 
success is measured in terms of the ability to carry out conversation in 
languages speaking in an interactive process of constructing meaning that 
involves producing, receiving, and processing information. Speaking is 
very important because by mastering speaking skill, people can carry out 
conversations give the ideas, and exchange the information with others. 
The mastery of speaking skills in English is a priority for many 
second-language or foreign-language learners. Consequently, learners 
often evaluate their success in language learning as well as the 
effectiveness of their English course on the basis of how much they feel 
they have improved in their spoken language proficiency (Richard, 
2008:23). 
 
In learning speaking, students will know the pronunciation of 
words which they use. Besides, students will learn the way to 
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communicate by using English more effectively. Mastering English well in 
speaking skill is very useful. It means that people need such a kind of 
teaching speaking activities to be able to speak up well.  
Teaching speaking is different from teaching writing. Teaching 
speaking has its own ways to make students engaged. Such activities may 
include role playing, games, problem-solving, songs, and discussion 
(Fauziati, 2008: 122). In addition, there is a new technique which is also 
used in teaching speaking. This is debate technique. One of technique that 
used by the teacher in Istibank Course in teaching speaking is debate. 
 In addition to providing meaningful listening, speaking and writing 
practice, debate is also highly effective for developing argumentation 
skills for persuasive speech and writing. Davidson (1996: 3) wrote that 
with practice, many students show obvious progress in their ability to 
express and defend ideas in debate and they often quickly recognize the 
flaws in each other's arguments.  
Based on the explanation above, the researcher can conclude that 
debate technique can build up speaking skill significantly. In this thesis, 
the researcher did research in one of the English Course, Istibank Course 
of Surakarta. The researcher chose Istibank Surakarta as the place to do the 
researcher, because Istibank is one of the favorite place to learn English. 
The researcher can conclude like that, because the learners that studying 
there, are not only from the formal students but also many aspects, such as 
soldiers, teachers, etc.    
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Generally, student in mastering English face many problems. Teacher 
seems to dominate talking too much in learning process. Consequeantly, 
the students become passive, sitting quietly and listening rather than 
speaking. It seems that it is difficult to have opportunity to be active. So 
speaking is important. 
Secondly, students often discouraged to speak English because they 
hesitate to talk and they are afraid of making mistake. This reason makes 
them reluctant to try to say in English words in their communication, even 
they are in speaking class, Then students often worried about 
pronunciation is correctly. According to the students that speak with 
appropriate chosen words, correct pronunciation and grammar when they 
are speaking. So, speaking is very important because when their speaking 
to someone, their pronunciation and grammar are right.  
The other problems that often happen in the speaking class is often 
dominated by several activities of students. There are many activities to 
make the students interested and motivated in learning English. To 
overcome those problems, debate can be used as a technique to teach 
speaking to the students. Debate is way out, because of the following 
reasons. First, it motivates the students. Second, it is more congruent with 
learning and talking teaching practices, third it is more like the real. 
According to one of the teacher in Istibank, in speaking, students 
should master the elements of speaking, such as vocabularies, 
pronunciation, grammar, and fluency. As a foreign learner in Indonesia, 
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many students have amount vocabularies and mastering the grammatical 
structure, but they still have difficulties in speaking.  
The teacher added that the students‟ difficulties occur when they 
speak English. This is caused by the students‟ limitation in mastering the 
components of speaking. Beside it, students practice speaking English 
rarely. They only have a little chance to practice speaking English out of 
class because most of their friends speak Indonesian. Students‟ speaking 
problem can be solved by giving a lot chance to them for practicing 
English either in the classrooms or out of classrooms. Practicing speaking 
English in the classroom should be interesting with appropriate technique 
in order to make students speaking skill can be improved and the process 
of learning can be enjoyable.  
Its form and meaning depend on the context in which it occurs, 
including the participants themselves, their collective experiences, the 
physical environment, and the purposes for speaking.  It is often 
spontaneous, open-ended, and evolving. Speaking requires that learners 
not only know how to produce specific points of language such as 
grammar, pronunciation, or vocabulary, but also that they understand 
when, why, and in what ways to produce language or sociolinguistic 
competence. Finally, speaking has its own structures, and conventions 
different from written language.  
According to the teacher, debate is an excellent way of improving 
speaking skills and is particularly helpful in providing experience in 
developing a convincing argument. Those of you who are forced to argue 
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against your natural point of view realize that arguments, like coins that 
always have at least two sides. The teacher gives some vocabularies about 
the topic, then the students build up the vocabularies to become sentences 
in a debate. Sometimes another teacher join in the dabate to be the students 
too. One group is the students, another is the teachers. It is a good idea in 
order to encourage the students to speak up more active and fluency.   
Those who learn to speak English since they were a child will have a 
significant progress in speaking English compared to those who are not. 
But the reality is our educational system does not allow us to expose our 
speaking skill massively. The focus of teaching English in our country is 
just on the rule of it, not how to use it effectively to communicate. The 
result is that many graduates of formal school cannot speak English 
communicatively, and many of them cannot produce a correct speech or 
utterances, this is an implication of the lack exposure of speaking when 
they were in elementary until senior high school. 
From the phenomenon above, the teacher should find the good way to 
build up the students‟ speaking. Debate technique is one of the best way to 
build up the students‟ English speaking.   
Based on the explanation from the English teacher of Istibank Course, 
the researcher is interested to make the title for her thesis “The 
Implementation of Debate Technique in Teaching English Speaking to the 
Students of English Course in Istibank Surakarta”.  
 
B. Identification of the Problems 
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Based on the backround of the problem above, there are some 
problems  that are encountered by the students of English Course at 
Istibank of Surakarta in speaking English. First, students‟ limitation in 
mastering the components of speaking, caused them hard to express their 
ideas in English. Second, the students  rarely practiced their English either 
in or out of the class, because both of their teacher and their friends spoke 
in Indonesian. Third, the students felt that English was very difficult, and 
it was not our language, so it was not too important to be learned. Fourth, 
the students still had low motivation in learning English. It could be 
proved from their teacher‟s information who stated that the students rarely 
bring dictionaries and text books of English. Finally, The methods applied 
by the teachers sometimes were not suitable enough to elicit the students 
speaking that made them feel bored with the class condition, especially in 
English that‟s reputed by some number of the students as the difficult and 
mystified lesson.  
So the teacher had to make some variations and innovations in the  
teaching-learning process in order that the students felt happy and enjoyed 
to learn, and gave them more chances to practice their English orally. 
Therefore, they will be motivated to practice speaking English. The 
teacher uses debate technique to build up the students‟ English speaking 
skill.  
 
 
C. Problem Statement 
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Based on the background of the study above, the formulation of the 
problem is “how is the debate technique implemented in teaching speaking 
to the students of English Course in Istibank of Surakarta”. 
 
D. Objectives of the Study  
Based on the problem statement above, the objectives of this 
research is to describe the implementation of debate technique to the 
students of English Course at Istibank of Surakarta. 
 
E. Limitation of the Study  
Based on the statements, the researcher would limit of the problems. 
This research has a broader scope and it is impossible for the researcher to 
handle all the problems. Therefore, the researcher limits the scope of the 
research. The researcher limits the object of research only focused on 
debate technique that is used in teaching English speaking to the students 
of English Course of Istibank of Surakarta. The subject of the research is 
limited the English teacher and the students of English Course of Istibank 
Surakarta. 
 
F. The Benefits of the Study 
The results of this study will be proposed as an alternative learning 
technique for English teachers in implementing debate to promote English 
speaking ability. They can also be useful for course developers, educators, 
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and practitioners in planning English lessons. The researcher also hopes 
that this study has the following benefits: 
1. Theoretical benefits 
The researcher has some purposes from this study. This research is 
expected to help the readers to understand the use of debate technique 
in teaching learning process. Besides, readers will get more knowledge 
or information that debate is not only applied on a quiz for some cases 
but also, it can be applied on teaching activities at school and course 
places. 
This research is expected to give a profitable description for any 
further researcher who wants to study the same case. This study will 
become a helpful information and useful reference to the next study. 
The finding of this research will also enrich the theories of students 
speaking mastery. This is so helpful to develop the speaking skill. 
2. Practical benefit  
a. Teacher  
This study is hoped to give contributions to the development of 
teaching English speaking. The results of this study are expected to 
be useful for additional information that could be applied by general 
English teacher in teaching and practicing debate. Besides, this 
research will give more emphasizes on giving new information of 
debate techniques in teaching- learning process at senior high school. 
In addition, this result is also useful, especially for the teacher who 
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practices this technique. It can be a reference or suggestion to handle 
and manage the speaking activity.  
b. Students  
This result can be used as the rules and knowledge in practicing 
debate. The students and listeners can also understand the way it is. 
The students can improve their confidence and enrich their 
vocabularies. However, manya students know many vocabularies, 
but they seldom to use them in their daily conversations. So that, this 
debate technique is expected to help the students solve these 
problems.  
c. Other researcher  
This result will give the information and knowledge about the 
implementation of debate technique in teaching speaking. The writer 
hopes that his finding can be used by other researchers to open 
further analysis of debate technique. 
d. The researcher 
This thesis helps the writer to develop her knowledge and 
experience in composing academic writing. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW ON RELATED LITERATURE 
 
This chapter contains the various theories dealing with the research that 
will be explained and the previous study. The theories related to the study are 
useful for the researcher to conduct the research. Previous study is used as the 
preference of this research. The researcher wants to review the theories related to 
the problems in this research. The underlying theories consist of Concepts of 
Speaking, Concepts of Teaching English, and Concepts of Debate Technique. 
A. Speaking 
1. Definition and Function of speaking 
Speaking is a productive skill that can be directly and empirically 
observed. Those observations are colored by the accuracy and 
effectiveness of a test-taker‟s listening skill, which necessarily 
compromises the reality and validity of oral production test (Brown, 
2004:140). He added that speaking is the product of creative construction 
of linguistic strings; the speaker makes choice of lexicon, structure, and 
discourse. Speaking is  categorized as successful when the listener can 
understand what the speaker says, so the meaning, the information, the 
idea, and the messages can be transferred well.  
While, according to Lewis and Hill (1993: 54), speaking is a process 
that covers many things in addition to the pronunciation of individual 
sounds also the stress and intonation. Stressing indicates the class of the 
words whether it is verb or noun. Correct intonation will help the listener 
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in understanding the meaning of the utterance whether it is a question or 
stateent and so on. Meanwhile, Cameron (2001: 40) states that speaking is 
the activity of using language to express meaning so that other people can 
understand.   
Based on the expert opinions above, the researcher can conclude that 
speaking is very important for the students who learn a language to. So, if 
the students want to be able to speak English, they must be serious in learn 
it. It is the way to express the feeling through words, even conversations 
with others. Most of people communication is done by using spoken 
language. It means that students have to speak to others to express their 
aims, feelings, and ideas to the others. Therefore, it can be said that 
without speaking, a language cannot be learned optimally. 
There are two primary function of spoken language: transactional-to 
convey information-and interaction to establish and maintain social 
relation (Brown and Yule, 1999:23). According to Nunan (2003:56) says 
that interaction is communicating with someone for social purposes. It 
includes both establishing and maintains social relationships. 
Transactional is involves communicating to get something done, including 
the exchange of good and services. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher can conclude that the 
speaker does to interact with listener, so that can convey the information. 
In other hand, the speaker can maintain social relation to the listener. 
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2. Elements of speaking 
There are many difficulties that are encountered by the students in 
speaking if they want to be good speakers. In order to be good speakers, 
They have to master some elements of speaking. Harmer in Rubiati (2010: 
8) defines that there are four elements of speaking that have to be mastered 
by the students if they want to be good speakers. They are connected 
speech, expressive devices, lexis and grammar, and negotiation language. 
a. Connected speech 
In connected speech, sounds are modified, omitted, added, or 
weakened. Effective speakers of English need to be able not only to 
produce the individual phonemes of English, but also able to use 
connected speech fluently. By this reason that we should involve our 
students in activities designed specifically to improve their connected 
speech. 
b. Expressive devices 
Students should be able to deploy at least some of such supra 
segmental features and devices in the same way if they are to be fully 
effective communicators. Native of English change the pitch and stress 
of particular parts of utterances, vary volume and speed, and show by 
other physical and non verbal means how they are feeling. The use of 
these devices contributes to the ability to convey meaning. 
c. Lexis and Grammar 
Spontaneous speech is marked by the use of number of common 
lexical phrases, especially in their performance of certain language 
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function. Teachers should therefore supply variety of phrases for 
different functions, such as: greeting, agreeing and disagreeing. 
d. Negotiation Language 
Effective speaking benefits from the negotiatory language we use to 
seek clarification and to show the structure of what we are saying. We 
often need ask for clarification when we are listening to someone else 
talk. 
 In conclusion, Speaking is not focused on remembering amount of 
vocabularies  and mastering the grammatical structures, but  also we have 
to master all the elements of speaking above. If we have mastered those 
elements, all informations that we deliver will be acceptable by all 
communicants. 
3. Types of Speaking 
Brown (2004: 141) defines that basicaly, there are five types of 
speaking, they are: 
a. Imitative  
Imitative is the ability to simply parrot back (imitate) a word or phrase 
of possibly a sentence. 
b. Intensive  
It is the production of short stretches of oral language  designed to 
demonstrate competence in a narrow band of grammatical, phrasal, 
lexical, or phonological relationships (such as intonation, stress, 
rhythm, and juncture). Examples of intensive assessment task include 
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directed response tasks, reading aloud, sentence and dialogue 
completion, etc. 
c. Responsive 
It includes interaction and test comprehension but at the somewhat 
limited level of very short conversations, standard greetings and small 
talk, simple requests and comments, and the like. 
d. Interactive 
The difference between  responsive and interactive  speaking is in the   
lenght and complexity of the interaction, which sometimes includes 
multiple exchanges and/or multiple participant.  
e. Extensive (monologue)  
It includes speeches, oral presentations, and story-telling. Language 
style is frequently more deliberative. 
According to the types of speaking above, this research belongs to the 
responsive speaking in which the researcher interview the students by 
using some questions.  
4. Teaching speaking 
 Teaching speaking is sometimes considered as simple process of 
commercial language school around the world, which hires people with no 
in a language other than our own, is anything but simple (Nunan, 
2003:48).   
 Teaching is an education activity. Teaching helps the students how to 
do something and make them understand the new knowledge. Achieving 
the new language is the goal of teaching. Brown (2007: 7) states that 
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teaching is showing or helping the students to learn how to do something, 
give instruction, guide in the study of something; provide with knowledge, 
cause to understand.  
 Sudents should learn in their earlier ages as foundation to get English at 
the next level of education. It was stated by Brown (2001: 46) that starting 
the physical skills at young age is advantageous.   
 Realizing that English is very important, in Indonesia, it is compulsory 
to learn English languagae from the elementary schools to the universities. 
In order to improve the quality of human resources in Indonesia. All the 
components of English language are taught completely to achieve the 
integrated language skills. Teaching English in Indonesia focuses on the 
ability of the students‟ communication. The leaners should be capable of 
mastering four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skill (Depdiknas, 2003: 6).     
 In this case, in teaching speaking activity, people who are the teachers 
or tutors should deliver all about the knowledge of speaking toward the 
students. It is in order that the students could practice the speaking abiliy 
in a right way.    
 There are many reasons for focusing on speaking when teaching 
English as a foreign language, not least of which is the fact that we, as 
humans, have been learning languages through our ears and mouths. Our 
brains are well programmed to learn languages through speeches. This is 
not to say that listening, reading and writing are ineffective. Far from it, it 
is only to highlight the value of speaking and point out that many studies 
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have suggested that a language learned through sound and speech is more 
readily acquired. 
5.  Techniques in Teaching Speaking  
 Fauziati (2002: 6) describes that technique is classroom practice done 
by the teacher when presenting a language program this is the way the 
classroom activities are integrated into lessons and used as the basis for 
teaching learning. Many of classroom speaking activities which are 
currently used are: 
a. Acting from script  
This activity encourages students to act out scenes from plays or their 
course books, sometimes filming the result. Students will often act out 
dialogues they have written themselves. This frequently involves them 
in coming out to the front of the class.  
b. Communication games  
Speaking activities based on games are often a useful way of giving 
students valuable practice, where younger learners are involved. 
Games based activities can involve practice of oral strategies such as 
describing, predicting, simplifying, and asking for feedback. 
c. Discussion  
One of the reasons that discussion fail is that students are reluctant to 
give an opinion in front of the whole class, particularly if they cannot 
think  of anything to say and are not confident of the language they 
might use to say it. Many students feel extremely expose in discussion 
situations. 
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d. Prepared talks  
A popular kind of activity is the prepared talk where students make a 
presentation on a topic of their own choice. Students should speak 
from notes rather than from a script. Prepared talks represent a defined 
and useful speaking genre, and if properly organized, can be extremely 
interesting for both speaker and listener.  
e. Questionnaires  
Questionnaires are useful because by being pre planed they ensure that 
both questioner and respondent have something to say each other. 
Depending on how tightly design they are, they may well encourage 
the natural use of certain receptive language pattern and thus be 
situated in the middle of our communication continuum. Students can 
design questionnaires on any topic that is appropriate. As they do so 
the teacher can act as a resource, helping them in the design process. 
f. Simulation and role-play  
Many students derive greet benefit from simulation and role- play.  
Students simulate a real life encounter as if they were doing so in the 
real world. A simulation and role-play can be used to encourage 
general oral fluency to train students for specific situation. 
g. Debate  
Debate is an activity in which opposite points of view are presented 
and argued.  Debate can present opportunities for students to engage in 
using extended chunks of language for a purpose: to convincingly 
defend one side of an issue. 
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All speaking activities above encourage the students to practice speaking in 
the classroom. Teacher should choose appropriate activities above based on 
the level of the students.  Every teaching and learning process can be 
enjoyable if teacher gives the appropriate activity based on students‟ levels. 
Beside, the process of transferring knowledge can be done easily. 
 
B. Debate Technique 
1. The Definition of Debate 
 According to Bambang, (2006:125) Debate is the activity which is used 
for understanding of the topic. It is done by two groups. Every group 
consist three or five students. It is “pro” group and “contra” group.  Debate 
caused a feeling of confident, can give motivation to convey learner‟s 
opinion and respond the argument by using English language. It can build 
up their listening ability and speaking ability and increase their motivation 
in speaking. First activity, they argue the topic according to their opinion. 
Second activity, they make a question about of the topic and answer by 
using argument from each of group. Third activity, they give conclusion 
about the topic from each group. This activity builds up their bravery to 
speak with English language. 
 Debate is an effective pedagogical technique because of the level of 
responsibility for learning and active involvement required by all student 
debaters (Gene, 2007). While, Hornby (2000: 340) defines debate as a 
formal discussion of an issue at a public meeting or in a parliament, and it 
is an argument or discussion expressing different opinion. Moreover, it 
29 
 
provides an experience by which students can develop competencies in 
researching current issues, preparing logical arguments, actively listening 
to various perspectives, differentiating between subjective and evidence-
based information, asking cogent questions, integrating relevant 
information, and formulating their own opinions based on evidence.  
 Barkley, et al., (2005: 191) states that debate is a complex technique 
that need some preparations, because in debate we need enough time to 
choose a topic suitable to a current issue, and to divide the students into 
some group. According to Uno and Mohamad (2011:100) “debate is 
designed to solve a problem from a different point of view”.  In debate, the 
students chose one side of pro-against by using their point of view about 
an issue. It means that the students are requested to deliver and defend 
their ideas based on their position in debate”. It means that teacher should 
encourage the learners to have Communicative competence by creating the 
atmosphere of the class which is rich in communication. 
 Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that debate is a 
good and an effective technique that can be used to create the atmosphere 
of the class which is rich in communication, and give them more chance to 
practice their spoken language in order that they have communicative 
competence. 
2. The Advantages of Debate Technique 
Hyland (1993:25) argues that learning English using simulation 
technique such as debate has the following advantages: 
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a. Simulation activity such as debate can motivate the students since the 
students will be ensured that the communication acts they are doing 
will have a real purpose instead of a mere make beliefe. 
b. Simulation activity can develop the fluency in communication using 
the target language. Students will be motivated to communicate using 
the target language, such as in debate, the context in the simulation 
requires the language to describe the situation required by the students. 
c. Simulation activity such as debate is a combination of the skill in the 
language. Simulation will give an opportunity for the students to apply 
their language skills  and also develop the non-verbal components of 
language and also develop the cross-cultural adeptness and second 
language capability. 
d. Simulation activity such as debate will motivate the sstudents to be 
active participants in the discussion among their friends. 
e. Simulation activity such as debate can reduce anxiety since the 
students are not evaluated nor corrected in detail in relation to his/her 
capability in second language. Simulation activivty will motivate the 
students to interact and give them opportunity to communicate with a 
clear objective. 
3.  The Strengths and Weaknesses of Debate in Speaking Classroom 
a. The Strengths of Debate 
 Debate as a communicative and an interactive technique is an 
interested activity to be practiced in the classroom. Participating to 
watch and listen to debate class give some benefits to the students 
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including in speaking skill. Barkley, et al (2005: 192) defines 
that  there are three benefits of debate for students. Firstly, debate can 
improve students‟ motivation to practice their spoken languange. 
Secondly, it can encourage students‟ in critical thinking, and develop 
students‟ speaking proficiency in communication. Thirdly, it growths 
and develops students‟ tolerance and appreciation to the their friends‟ 
point of view. 
 According to Luckett (2006: 119) there are great advantages of 
debate toward students. Firstly, the students become more active in 
small-group and class discussion. Secondly, it will improve students 
confidence while they are giving academic presentation. Finally, it is 
one of the effective way for training both linguistic and intellectual 
abilities. Buckley (2008: 2) states that debate has much strength to 
apply in teaching speaking toward students. Firstly, debate trains the 
students to  share and cooperate well with one another. Secondly, it 
trains the students‟ responsilility, encourage creativity, deepens 
friendships, and builds comunity among teacher. Thirdly, students do 
not borred, but very enjoyable with debate activity. Because, every 
student takes a role in debating, so they are actively join the activity. 
Finally, it can improve the students‟ speaking ability. Speaking skill 
automatically improves when students practice debating, because they 
enter into conversations between them as they debate. 
 Besides, Bellon in Rubiati (2010: 16) also defines that debate has 
some benefits in teaching and learning process. Firstly, debate makes 
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the students to be usual and able to accept or face the  disappointment 
and defeat. Secondly, the students are capable of making and 
defending informed choices about complex issues outside of their own 
area of interest because they do so on a daily basis. Thirdly, Debate is 
not only a way to connect students with academic subjects. It can also 
connects the students to public life. Finally, the policy that is used in 
debate specifically can teach the students to adopt multiple 
perspectives which describe as one of the most important problem 
solving skills.  
 Because of some benefits above, it can be concluded that  debate is 
really need to be practiced in speaking classrooms. It is an appropriate 
technique to apply in teaching speaking as the way to give more 
chance to the students to practice their English orally in order that 
speaking proficiency in communication can be improved and more 
fluent. 
b. The Weaknesses of Debate  
 In learning process, debate  has many weaknesses too. According 
to  Malley and Pierce in Rubiati (2010: 20) there are several 
weeknesses of debate in applying it in the classroom.  
 Firstly, debate technique can only be used for specific subject, such 
as the subject that related is with agreeing and disagreeing and giving 
argument. Secondly, debate needs long times and preparations. Many 
preparations are needed in debating in order to make the debate run 
well. Students should prepare their arguments before debating to make 
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them easier to attack the opponent‟s opinion. Finally, it makes the 
students‟ emotional in defending their argument. Many students cannot 
manage their emotions when they defend their arguments. 
 Although it has some weaknesses too as stated above, its benefits 
are greater especially on in teaching speaking because it gives more 
chances to the students to practice their English orally.  Moreover, its 
weaknesses can be minimized by the teachers. 
4. Tips for Dealing with Nervousness 
Factually, people have nervousness when they want to speak. 
Moreover, they are in speech occasion. Lucas (1989: 12) states about 
several tips for dealing with nervousness in the first speeches. Those are as 
follows: 
a. Think positively 
Visualize yourself giving a strong, effective speech. Confidence is 
most the well known power of positive thinking. If you think you can 
do it, you usually can do it.  
b. Be at your best physically and mentally 
It is not good idea to stay up until 4 a. m. partying with friends or 
cramming for ana exam the night before your speech. A good night‟s 
will serve you better. 
Concentrate on communicating with your audience rather than on 
worrying bout your nervousness. If you can caught up in your speech, 
your audience will too. 
c. Take couple of deep breaths before you start to speak.  
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It really helps to get a healthy does of oxygen into your system. 
d. Work hard on your introduction 
A good introduction will help you and build your confidence for the 
rest of your speech. 
e. Make eye contact with member of audience 
Remember they are individual people, not a blur of faces. And they are 
your friends. 
f. Use visual aids 
They create interest, draw attention away from you, and make you feel  
less self- conscious. 
On the other hand, having a good speaking ability is very important. 
Therefore, people have to consider such kind of speaking skill which has 
been stated above. Besides, people alsa have to manage themselves in 
speaking occasion deal with the nervousness and have to apply the ethical 
method in speaking activity. 
However, speaking ability is not easy, it has something to do with the 
mental factor of the students such as their mood, motivation and readiness. 
According to Sardiman (1992:84) Motivation is an essential condition of 
learning. The goal of the study will be optimal if teacher gives students 
motivation in language learning process, especially in a foreign language 
learning. 
5. The Process of Debate 
Sometimes in speaking class, we find that the rule of the teacher is 
dominant and makes the students passive in the classroom. This can limit 
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the communicative function that the students need to use and the 
interactional skills they need to practice (Mabrur, 2002: 13). The teacher‟s 
role should be limited in the class activities in order to give the students 
more chances to express their mind, opinion, or their argument. The 
teacher should not interfere too much the activities, but let the students 
practice using the target language. The role of the teacher in conducting 
this technique is very important.  
The teacher must be careful in preparing the material because of the 
succeed of the technique depends on the preparations made by the teacher. 
The importance of teacher‟s role can be found when the teacher acts as the 
facilitator. The teacher has to give explanation to the students, and make 
them understand about debate, and also the way to do debate well. The 
teacher explains how will be done, gives the topics which will be used in 
debate, the teacher also gives the general view or explanation about the 
topics to make them easier to be understood. Besides as the facilitator, the 
teacher also acts as motivator. The teacher supports the students and 
makes the students believe that their activities will be useful in daily life. 
 The third role of the teacher is as the observer. When debate is begun, 
the teacher observes the activities of the students in debate. The teacher 
acts as the “Passive Person” while the debate was going on. In this role, 
the teacher make notes about the students activities which will be used to 
give comments when the debating process ended.  
From the explanation above, the literature which used is appropriate 
with the title which the writer has chosen. In this chapter the writer 
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explains about the debate (it is because the title of “skripsi” is related with 
debate), the writer explains about the speaking (it is because the title of 
“skripsi” is also related to research the speaking ability of the students. 
6. A Debate Classroom 
 The forms of debate vary in use. In speaking classrooms, debate can be 
taken such the following procedures as stated by Barkley et al. (2005: 
193):  
a. Make two proposition, pro and contra 
b. Give explaination to the students about the rules in the debate. 
c. Devided the students into some groups which consist of four up to six 
students. 
d. Give and devide the times to the students in each teams to: 
1) introduction their group (1 minutes) 
2) presenting argument or rebuttal (3 minutes),  
3) competing debate (10 minutes) 
4) make a conclusion ( 2 minutes) 
Pedersen in Rubiati (2010: 19) defines that there are several 
procedures in applying debate technique in the classroom, named: 
a. Dividing the students . 
Selecting debate topic and assigning the two teams to debate the topic. 
b. Ensuring that the participants have time beforehand to prepare for the 
arguments and to collect supporting data to present during the debate. 
c. Presenting the topic and format of the debate. 
An example format of the debate as following: 
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1) Side 1 presents opening arguments, with three members each 
giving a statement. 
2) Side 2 presents opening arguments, with three members each 
giving a statement. 
      Besides, Luckett (2006: 113) defines that a debate classroom has 
several procudures. Firstly, divide the students into two teams, an 
affirmative team anda negative team. Each team consists of three 
speakers. Each speaker is given a responsibility for one speech. The 
debate begins with the First affirmative and first negative constructive 
speech. The debate then returns to the Second affirmative and second 
negative constructive speech. Finally, the debate then concludes with 
the negative rebuttal that is followed by the affirmative rebuttal.  
 In conclusion, debate technique need a good preparation in 
applying in the classroom. Firsts, the students have to devided into 
some groups. Secondly, the teacher have to give a current topic of 
issues to the students, and give them enough time to prepare their 
arguments. Finally, the teacher have to deliver the rules that is used in 
debate in order that the classroom activity can run well.  
7. The Benefits of Debate  
Debate as a communicative and an interactive technique is an 
interested activity to be practiced in the classroom. According to Joe 
(2000:4), debate has many benefits for students, namely:  
a. Improving students‟ critical thinking. In debating, every student is 
proposed to analyze a problem critically. 
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b. Developing students‟ communication skill. Debaters spend many hours 
assembling and practicing hundreds of public speeches on topics of 
national importance. 
c. Questioning skill developed in and struggle--often in the face of 
disappointment and defeat.  
d. They are capable of making and defending informed choices about 
complex issues outside of their own area of interest because they do so 
on a daily basis. 
e. Debate is thus not only a way to connect students with academic 
subjects in meaningful ways; it is also a way to re-connect students to 
public life if they have been overcome by feelings of alienation.  
f. Policy debate specifically teaches students to adopt multiple 
perspectives which describe as one of the most important problem- 
solving skills. 
Because of some benefits above, debates are really needed to be 
practiced in speaking classrooms. They are appropriate for students to 
improve their speaking skills. 
8. The Parts of Debate  
In the debate technical system, we will get some items which relate to 
the debate process. According to Mellshaliha (2010:1), there are some 
items related to debate, as following: 
a. Motion  
The topic debated is called a motion. Usually, motion stars with word 
like “this house” (TH) or “this house believes that (TH) or “this house 
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believes (THBT)”. Both affirmative and negative teams are debating 
upon a motion which should be debatable and impartial. Debatable 
means that the motion is still falsifiable can be denied in some ways. 
Impartial implies a meaning that the motion should stand in the middle 
of neutral; it doesn‟t incline to any sides. For example, this house 
believes that (THBT) e-book contributes for developmental education. 
So, both teams need to prove or justify whether e-book really can 
contribute for developmental education. 
b. Definition  
Debaters should “down to earth” or see the current issue happened in 
society. Definition can be done in two ways; word by word definition 
or the global definition. In fact, the word E-book is rarely heard‟ thus 
we need to define it first. Or anyway, when we heard motion, “that sex 
education must be socialized in the school” what we need to do is 
giving the global meaning on it. 
c. Theme line  
To agree or disagree towards a motion, the reason must lie on a strong 
ground that could cover the whole argumentation. Theme line is the 
underlying reason which answers the big question “why” one side of 
the house supports or opposes a motion. Theme line is what a team 
needs to proof, it is also the main reason why a team attacks the 
opponent‟s case. 
d. Argument  
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A debate is like a battle of argument, in which each team stands on 
their position, attacks the opposite and defends their own case. The 
praiseworthy jobs can be done well by using critical and logical 
thinking. Argument is the fragment of thought to support the theme 
line. 
e. Rebuttal  
To win a debate, debaters not only need to build a strong case but they 
also have to attack their opponent‟s arguments and provide strong 
defense from any attacks. That is why, rebuttal is one of the key to get 
the crown of victory. Basically, there are two kinds of rebuttal. Global 
rebuttal: it is an attack against the main core of the opponent‟s case, 
the theme line. Consequently, their case is crumbling down. Detailed 
rebuttal: it is an attack towards each argument or example. 
f. Sum-up/closing  
Closing is simply concluding what has been through. A nice summary 
is preferable. 
Before starting to debate, debaters should know these parts of 
debate in order to be a good debater. It is also hoped that debate will run 
successfully. 
According to Kidd, A. (2002), there are twelve the basic debating 
skills. They are: 
a. Style  
Style is the manner in which you communicate your arguments.  This 
is the most basic part of debating to master.  Content and strategy are 
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worth little unless you deliver your material in a confident and 
persuasive way. 
b. Speed 
It is vital to talk at a pace which is fast enough to sound intelligent and 
allow you time to say what you want, but slow enough to be easily 
understood. 
c. Tone 
Varying tone is what makes you sound interesting.  Listening to one 
tone for an entire presentation is boring. 
d. Volume 
Speaking quite loudly is sometimes a necessity, but it is by no means 
necessary to shout through every debate regardless of context.  There 
is absolutely no need speak any more loudly than the volume at which 
everyone in the room can comfortably hear you.  Shouting does not 
win debates.  Speaking too quietly is clearly disastrous since no one 
will be able to hear you. 
e. Clarity 
The ability to concisely and clearly express complex issues is what 
debating is all about.  The main reason people begin to sound unclear 
is usually because they lose the “stream of thought” which is keeping 
them going. It is also important to keep it simple. While long words 
may make you sound clever, they may also make you 
incomprehensible. 
f. Use note and eye contact 
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Notes are essential, but they must be brief and well organized to be 
effective.  There is absolutely no point in trying to speak without notes. 
Of course, notes should never become obtrusive and damage your 
contact with the audience, nor should they ever be read from 
verbatim.  Most people sketch out the main headings of their speech, 
with brief notes under each.  When writing notes for rebuttal during the 
debate, it is usually better to use a separate sheet of paper so you can 
take down the details of what the other speakers have said and then 
transfer a rough outline onto the notes you will actually be using.  Eye 
contact with the audience is very important, but keep shifting your 
gaze. No one likes to be stared at.  
g. Content 
Content is what you actually say in the debate. The arguments used to 
develop your own side‟s case and rebut the opposite side‟s. The 
information on content provided below is a general overview of what 
will be expected when you debate. The final logistics of how long you 
will be debating, how many people will be in your group, and how the 
debate will unfold (ie: which team speaks first etc.), will all be decided 
by your tutorial leader. 
h. Case (argument)- the whole 
Introduction - The case your group is making must be outlined in the 
introduction.  This involves stating your main arguments and 
explaining the general thrust of your case.  This must be done briefly 
since the most important thing is to get on and actually argue it. It is 
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also a good idea to indicate the aspects of the subject to be discussed 
by each of the team members. Conclusion - At the end, once everyone 
has spoken, it is useful to briefly summarize what your group has said 
and why. 
i. Case (argument) – the parts 
Having outlined the whole of your argument, you must then begin to 
build a case (the parts).  The best way to do this is to divide your case 
into between two and four arguments (or divide your case based on the 
number of people in your group).  You must justify your arguments 
with basic logic, worked examples, statistics, and quotes.  Debating is 
all about the strategy of “proof”. Proof, or evidence, supporting your 
assertion is what makes it an argument. There are a number of ways of 
dividing up cases according to groups of arguments (eg 
political/economic/social or moral/practical or international/regional 
etc.) or just according to individual arguments if you can‟t group any 
together.  Under each of these basic headings you should then explain 
the reasoning behind the argument and justify it using the methods 
outlined above.  It is usually best to put the most important arguments 
first.   
All of the arguments in this case outline are debatable (almost 
immediately you can see the counter-arguments), but they give the 
case a wide range which cover all kinds of issues.  The trick is not to 
come up with a watertight case, but a well argued one.  Think: “Can I 
argue that?”  
44 
 
j. Rebuttal – the parts 
Arguments can be factually, morally or logically flawed. They may be 
misinterpreted or they may also be unimportant or irrelevant.  A team 
may also contradict one another or fail to complete the tasks they set 
themselves.  These are the basics of rebuttal and almost every 
argument can be found wanting in at least one of these respects.  Here 
are a few examples: 
1) “Compulsory euthanasia at age 70 would save the country money 
in pensions and healthcare.”  This is true, but is morally flawed. 
“Banning cigarette product placement in films will cause more young  
people to smoke because it will make smoking more mysterious and 
taboo.”  This is logically flawed, the ban would be more likely to stop the 
steady stream of images which make smoking seem attractive and 
glamorous and actually reduce the number of young people smoking. 
2) “My partner will then look at the economic 
issues...”  “Blah..blah..blah...(5 minutes later and still no mention 
of the economic issues)”  This is a clear failure to explain a major 
part of the case and attention should be drawn to it.  Even better is 
when a speaker starts with, “to win this debate there are three 
things I must do…”.  If the speaker fails to do any of those things 
you can then hang her or him by the noose by repeating their exact 
words – by his or her own admission he or she cannot have won 
the debate.  
k. Rebuttal- the whole 
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It is very important to have a good perspective of the debate and to 
identify what the key arguments are.  It is not enough to rebut a few 
random arguments here and there.  Of course the techniques used 
above are invaluable but they must be used appropriately.  There are a 
number of things you should do to systematically break down a team‟s 
case:  
1) Ask yourself how the other side have approached the case. Is their 
methodology flawed?  
2) Consider what tasks the other side set themselves (if any) and 
whether they have in fact addressed these.   
3) Consider what the general emphasis of the case is and what 
assumptions it makes. Try to refute these.   
4) Take the main arguments and do the same thing.  It is not worth 
repeating a point of rebuttal that has been used by someone else 
already, but you can refer to it to show that the argument has not 
stood up.  It is not necessary to correct every example used.  You 
won‟t have time and your aim is to show the other side‟s case to be 
flawed in the key areas.  
 
B. The Previous Related Study 
There are two related literature that are used in conducting this research. 
The related literature comprises the concept that stated in the topic of research 
The Implementation of Debate Technique in Teaching English Speaking to the 
Students of English Course in Istibank of Surakarta. 
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The first previous research is The Implementation of Debate in Teaching 
Speaking to the First Year Students of RSBI (Rintisan Sekolah Bertaraf 
Internasional) Class at SMP N 1 Boyolali written by Yuliani (UMS, 2009). It 
describes the procedures of teaching speaking using debate, the activities of 
teaching speaking using debate, the problems faced by the teacher and the 
students, and the strengths and weaknesses of debate technique 
implementation.  
The result of the research shows that the procedures of teaching speaking 
using debate are: opening the class, explanation, concultation, practice, and 
closing the class. The activities of debate are: the teacher gave the 
explanation, the students were divided into some groups, the teacher  gave the 
topic, the students divided the duty in every group, and the students 
developed their arguments for any times, debate was started, the teacher gave 
the scores, and debate was finished. The problems faced by the teacher are 
classroom management, limited time, and different capabilities of the 
students. The problems faced by the students are grammar/structure, 
pronunciation, fluency, limited vocabularies and nervousness. The strengths 
of debate implementation are: interesting the students, training the students to 
cooperate well with their friends, training to the students to express their 
opinion, the students were nor borred, but very enjoy with debate activity, the 
students were more ready to present the arguments, and improving the 
students‟ speaking ability. The weaknesses of debate implementation are: 
debate is only use to certain subject, needs long time, make the students‟ 
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emotonal in defending their arguments, teacher got difficulties in controlthe 
debate implementation. 
The second previous research was conducted by Ekayani (UMS, 2008) 
with the titled An Analysis of the Speaking Classroom Interaction at the Tenth 
Year of SMA N 1 Mojolaban. It described the interaction between the students 
and the teacher in the speaking classroom. She focused on the classification 
of language function in the speaking classroom interaction and the method of 
speaking interaction. The result of the study shows that teacher-students 
interaction in English speaking class X-5 of SMA N 1 Mojolaban was 
dominated by the teacher. The language used in their interaction are greeting, 
explaining, asking and answering the questions, giving direction, praising, 
and encouraging.  
There were many problems faced by the teacher, such as: the students did not 
want to take a risk, the students were less open-minded, and the students did 
not had high motivation to learn, the students also limited the instructional 
media. The problems faced by the students are 1) students are limited in 
vocabulary, 2) the students‟ lacked grammar mastery, 3) limited opportunity 
to speak up, and 4) monotonous teacher‟s technique.  
There are differences and similarities between this study and the previous 
ones. This research would be almost the same with the first previous research. 
However, this research has different subject of the study. This research will 
use the students of English course while the previous research used the first 
year of junior high school students as the subject of the research.  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research Design 
As stated before, this study dealed with the use of debate activity to 
teach speaking to the students in Istibank Surakarta. This research was 
conducted to seek the answer of the research problem. The researcher tried 
to answer the question of “How is debate activity implemented in teaching 
speaking to the students in Istibank Surakarta.  
This study was using descriptive qualitative, according to Mc. 
Millan (1992:9) descriptive research focuses on understanding and 
meaning through verbal narrative and observative rather than though 
numbers. So, descriptive research was a research which purpose to 
describe about something that was part into analysis that was not statistic 
data. Therefore, the result of research is in the form of description and 
interpretation of some phenomena that exist during the research.  
In this research that the title was using debate activity to teach 
speaking to the students at Istibank Surakarta. The purpose to give 
description and explanation about the activity and situation that are 
happening in the process of teaching and learning English. Dealing with 
this, the researcher came to the classroom in order to describe the teaching 
and learning English. This study was design to identify and described the 
observer phenomenal in the form of word without any syntactical 
calculation. 
40 
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B. Setting of the Study 
This research was conducted in Istibank English Course of Surakarta.  
 
C. The Subject of the Study 
The subject of this research was an English tutor/teacher and the English 
Course students in Istibank English Course of Surakarta. 
 
D. Method of Collecting the Data 
This research was used three techniques in collecting the data. They are: 
1. Observation  
Observation is an activity of viewing the research subject in detail. 
Suharsimi (1998: 136) stated that observation is an effort of doing 
research in order to gain the information to another people in order to 
get the people able to give the information needed. Cholid and Abu 
(1999: 30) stated that observation is a technique of collecting the data 
which is done by watching and note taking the phenomenon appeared 
sistematically.  
What were be observed in this research are activities in the 
classroom, the process of the teaching learning using debate technique 
method through: 
The way of the teacher in teaching the subject to know how is the 
implementation of debate technique method in teaching English speaking. 
in this case, the researcher observed all of the process of the teaching-
learning, starting from the opening, the main teaching process, and the 
closing. 
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a. The process of the teaching learning to find the supporting factors 
and also the impending factors of the implementation of such a 
method. 
b. The students‟ responses during the teaching learning process using 
such a method. 
So that, the researcher observed directly the classroom to collect 
the data by watching closely and noticing classroom events happening 
or interaction during the teaching learning process. 
2. Interview  
Interview is the activity of asking some questions to the 
respondents to get some information that will be needed from them. 
Sutopo (2002: 59) states that interview in descriptive qualitative 
research is generally done by giving the open-ended questions which is 
purposed to gain deep information and it is done by using the 
unstructured formally things in order to get the views of the subject 
observed about many things that bring the advantages for gaining the 
detailed information. The interview will be done through: 
a. The English teacher/tutor 
For the English teacher/tutor, the researcher asked about what 
makes him choose the debate technique as his/her method to teach 
English speaking. The researcher also asked about how is the 
implementation of debate technique. 
 
b. Students/members 
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To get the addition data, the researcher also asked some 
students/members of this course. The question was held after the 
observation to clarify the students‟ responses or opinion of the 
English class they had that day. Other tan that, the researcher also 
asked personally some students related to their opinion on debate 
technique in learning English speaking applied in their class.   
3. Document Analysis 
Documentation is a process of obtaining information from printed 
or recorded materials related to the research topic. The documentated 
data were found from the handbooks used, the worksheets, the 
syllabus, the material controls and many others. It was be found from 
the record of the students‟ activities. 
4. Field Notes 
In this study, the researcher watched, listened, paid attention, and 
wrote everything that could be used as the data during observing the 
implementation of debate activity in teaching speaking in the form of 
note taking. These activities were done to complete the data of 
observation checklist. The researcher‟s note contained all the important 
thing‟s she saw, heard, and some eddisional information which was not 
existed in the observation checklist.  
E. The Data Resources 
Sutopo (2002: 50) states that the data source in descriptive research 
can be humans, events or activities, places or locations, things, various 
pictures and records, documents and archives.  
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Another statement about the data source in descriptive qualitative 
research is from Lofland which is quoted by Lexy (1995: 112). He stated 
that the main source of the data in qualitative research are words and 
actions, and other things as the additional data like documents and many 
others. The form of the data is the information in words derived from the 
observation and interview notes accumulated in the field. The sources of the 
data in this research are as follows: 
1. Event  
The event was in the form of English teaching and learning activities in 
the class of English Course students. In this research, the researcher 
conducted the observation in the classroom naturally. 
2. Informant 
The researcher took a teacher who conducted English class for the 
English course students and the students within. In this case, there were 
some students.  
3. Documents 
The documents in this research were written information concerning 
with sthe implementation of debate technique, like syllabus. 
F. The Trustworthiness of the Data 
In analyzing the data, the researcher also needed to analyze the 
validity of the data sources to get the valid data. To show the 
trustworthiness of the data, the researcher uses the triangulation technique. 
Lincoln and Guba (1985 : 209) states that:  
“The aim of trustworthiness in a qualitative inquiry is to support the 
argument that the inquiry‟s findings are “ worth paying attention to”. 
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This is quite defferent from the conventional experimental precedent 
of attempting to show validity, soundness, and significance. In 
qualitative research project, four issues of trustworthiness demand 
attention: credibility, transferability, dependability, and 
confirmability. Credibility is an evaluation of whether or not the 
research findings represent a “ credible conceptual interpretation of 
the data drawn from the participants‟ original data. Transferability is 
the degree to which the findings of this inquiry can apply or transfer 
beyond the bounds of the project. Dependability is an assessment of 
the quality of the integrated processes of data collection, data analysis, 
and theory generation. Confirmability is a measure of how well the 
inquiry‟s findings are supported by the data collected”.   
    
To make the data trustworthy, the researcher will conduct 
triangulation. In this stage, the result of the interview from the students and 
the teacher will be cross-checked one another to see whether the data valid 
or not.  
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
In this chapter, the researcher presents the data which have been collected 
from the result of the observation, interview, and the document analysis and then 
analyzed them. This chapter is to answer the problem statement as stated in the 
first chapter. It is how was the debate technique implemented the students in 
Istibank Surakarta.  
A. The Research Findings 
Research findings show the results of analyzies of the data that were found 
during the observation. The data are used to answer the problem statements.  
Before the researcher did the research, she conducted the interview to the 
English teacher who taught the students of language class at the English Course 
of Istibank of Surakarta. The interview was done at 2
nd 
May 2016 before the 
class began. Those are as follow: 
Researcher  : Good morning, sir. I do apologize for bothering you.  
Teacher : Good morning. It does not matter. Is there something I do 
for you? 
Researcher : Yes, sir. I have permitted to the director that today I would 
like to start my research by the tittle “ The Implementation 
of Debate Technique to The students of English Course of 
Istibank Surakarta. Now, I would like to interview you to 
get some information I need. I hope that you do not mind 
about it.  
Teacher : Oh yeah, please, with my pleasure. 
46 
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Researcher : Thank you so much, sir. Okay, now first question from me.    
What do you know about debate,sir ? 
Teacher : Ehmm, debate is about having different opinion of two 
people or    more.  
Researcher  : Do you always teach using debate technique? 
Teacher : Not always, sometimes I use another technique. But for 
debating,     it is quite different and more interesting. 
Researcher  : Do you use all the components of debate in teaching 
learning process? 
Teacher :  Not really. I teach like a non-formal debate, because all the    
components need much time to be explained. 
Researcher : How does the students‟ reaction while the debate is 
processing? 
Teacher : For the first time, the students just sit passively and 
sometimes take notes. But I always encourage them that in 
debate, they should speak up what they want to say about 
the topic. Not taking care so much on the grammar, not to 
be affraid of making mistakes, just go on. And as time goes 
on, they are used to in this condition and they are able to 
share their opinion.  
Researcher  : Okay, sir,  thanks a lot for giving me the explanation. 
Teacher : It doesn‟t matter.   
Based on the interview above, the researcher could know that actually the 
teacher already knew enough about the debate materials. He had been using 
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this technique for a long time ago. He always conducted the debate section to 
improve the students‟ speaking skills. The researcher also conducted the 
interview to the students before the class began. They had been given the 
explanation about debate and also had got the material a day before. There 
were two students who become the interviewees. They were Hanifah and 
Aris. The short interview is as follow: 
Researcher : Excuse me, may I ask you some questions that related to 
this    teaching-learning   activity to you?  
Hanifah : Yes, of course  
Researcher : Did you ever get this debate material before? 
Hanifah : Hmm I ever got debate material, but in Indonesian not 
English. In English only since I‟m taking course here.  
Researcher : So, this is the first time for you. But, do you understand 
with the explanation about this debate material well from 
your teacher? 
Hanifah : I understand, but just a little. 
Researcher : Do you like the material? 
Hanifah : I like it very much, more over the teacher always encourage 
us to speak up. He always tries to use different method. But 
as I say, I don‟t have a good English especially in 
pronunciation, so when I say something in English it‟s not 
good enough, still medhok ( medhok is Javanesse accent) 
From the interview above, the researcher can conclude that this student 
had not got the material before. Although she was a little confused, but finally 
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she understood and enjoyed it during the researcher‟s observation. This is the 
second short interview with the student named Aris that can be described as 
follow:  
Researcher  : Excuse me, can I ask you some questions about this 
teaching-learning? 
Aris : Oh yes, with my pleasure mbk. 
Researcher : Did you ever get this debate material before? 
Aris : Never. It is the first material for me. It is very familiar for 
me. But I try to understand it well. 
Researcher  : Oh I see. Do you like the material for today? 
Aris : I like it very much. It is about traffic jam.  
Researcher  : Did you ever doing some debate in the class before? 
Aris : Haven‟t. But the teacher explain about the debate clearly 
and enjoyble. So I can understand easely. And I think it is 
very interesting method to build up our speaking skill, and 
more over to share our opinion about the case that happen 
around us.  
Researcher  : Okay, thank you so much for your explanation and time.  
Aris : You are welcome.. 
Based on the short interview above, the researcher can conclude that the 
student had not got the material before like Hanifah. But they still enjoyed the 
material as well as possible during the researcher‟s observation. The students in 
this class understood with the explanations from the teacher. 
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1. The implementation of debate technique in teaching English speaking 
to the students in Istibank Course of Surakarta.  
Actually, the implementation of debate technique is specialized in 
teaching English speaking. However, not all the speaking class gets the 
debate material. It is only applied in a language class. It is considered that 
students of language class have more capable of speak than other classes. 
Moreover, it is appropriate with the language class because debate focuses 
on language itself. Here, the researcher sees that in Istibank English Course, 
one of the teaching and learning activity is debate technique. 
The research finding would be described from the result of the 
observation checklist. The observation checklist was used to describe 
teaching–learning of speaking by using debate activity in Istibank 
Surakarta.   
a. The Result of the Teaching–Learning Process in the First Meeting 
in Observation Debate Activity 
The first meeting was conducted on Monday, 2
nd 
May 2016.  The 
observation son the teaching and learning activities reveals several 
findings. First, the process of conducting the lesson can be divided into 
three stages: opening, main activity, and closing. Second, the teacher 
only applied debate technique in the teaching and learning activities. 
1) Opening 
Debate technique was taught by teacher, to the students in 
Istibank Course on Monday, 2
nd
 May 2016, the teaching and 
learning process was started by greeting and listed students‟ 
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presence. He continued by saying that the day, they would start 
learning using debate technique. 
The teacher randomly divided 6 students into two groups. 
Each group consists of three students. Before she started the 
debate, he opened the lesson by saying “good morning students, 
how are you today?” he didn‟t say “Assalamu‟allaikum”, because 
he prefers to respect the students who are not muslims. Then, the 
students responded his greeting by saying “Good morning, sir.” 
Then, the teacher asked them “ Are you ready for the lesson 
today?” The students answer “Yes sir”. The teacher did such like 
that to manage the class and control the students in order to be 
ready to follow the lesson. Then, the teacher asked them “Have you 
ever made debate in English speaking class before?” The students 
answered “No sir, never” Then the teacher asks them again, “So, 
do you know what debate is?” The students answer “It is about the 
difference of opinion, sir”. The teacher added, “As I explained 
yesterday, today we are going to do debating section the material 
has been given to you yesterday” In this case, the teaching learning 
process uses bilingual system because the teacher hopes that the 
students would be easier to understand.  
In this stage, the teacher tried to make the students more 
engaging with the material. Therefore teacher asks some questions 
to the students related to the material. It is better for the students in 
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presence. He continued by saying that the day, they would start 
learning using debate technique. 
The teacher randomly divided 6 students into two groups. 
Each group consists of three students. Before she started the 
debate, he opened the lesson by saying “good morning students, 
how are you today?” he didn‟t say “Assalamu‟allaikum”, because 
he prefers to respect the students who are not muslims. Then, the 
students responded his greeting by saying “Good morning, sir.” 
Then, the teacher asked them “ Are you ready for the lesson 
today?” The students answer “Yes sir”. The teacher did such like 
that to manage the class and control the students in order to be 
ready to follow the lesson. Then, the teacher asked them “Have you 
ever made debate in English speaking class before?” The students 
answered “No sir, never” Then the teacher asks them again, “So, 
do you know what debate is?” The students answer “It is about the 
difference of opinion, sir”. The teacher added, “As I explained 
yesterday, today we are going to do debating section the material 
has been given to you yesterday” In this case, the teaching learning 
process uses bilingual system because the teacher hopes that the 
students would be easier to understand.  
In this stage, the teacher tried to make the students more 
engaging with the material. Therefore teacher asks some questions 
to the students related to the material. It is better for the students in 
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order to understand about debate as well as possible. So, they can 
easily understand what they should do in the debate process.   
The teacher had launched motions a day before the first 
debate. One group should be the positive team. They must agree 
that other countries follow what Singapore did. While, another 
should be negative team, and they do not agree with the statement 
given. 
2) Main activity 
  Debates were held in the class that was located on the 
fourth floor. The class was quite comfort, there was one air 
conditioner in it, and there were 6 students in this class. The teacher 
introduced the researcher to the students and he told them that the 
researcher would like to observe their study. After that, the teacher 
asked the captain of the class to start the activity by praying 
together and it was followed by checking the presence of the 
students. While he was checking the students‟ attendance list, the 
researcher was preparing the observation. Such as the note book, 
camera and recorder.  
  The meeting was on the 2
nd 
May 2016. The teacher has told 
the students that they were going to get debate section a day before. 
So, the teacher just explained briefly about what they were going to 
do on that day. He also has chosen which ones were in the first 
group and the others who were in the second group. One group 
agreed about the topic while another did not agree about it. They 
were going to debate about the motion. The motion for that day was 
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the traffic jam. He gave ten minutes to the students to think 
critically before they started sharing their opinions in the debate 
section. The teacher had also given the material for debate section 
at that time a day before. So, students could prepare the material 
perfectly. The motion for that day was:  
Traffic jam. The traffic jam in Indonesia has become a crusial 
thing. In many countries, almost everyone drives a car.  But this 
means terrible traffic jams and air pollution. One large city, 
Singapore, is an exception. There are no traffic jams. Its air is 
clean ― free from pollution. It only takes fifteen minutes to 
drive from the city to the airport. This happy situation is no 
accident. It is the result of a government program to flight air 
pollution and traffic jams. The government has simply made it 
very expensive to won and drive a car in Singapore. The program 
requires anyone who wants a cat to buy a permit. 
 
  Since it was the first debate, it seems so boring situation in 
theteaching-learning process. Reading the material was allowed for 
this debate, but only a little and just to highlight the main points.  
  The first speaker of positive team shared the opinion about 
the topic given.  
In our country, like Jakarta, there is a flood of cars, trucks, and 
buses on the streets. This has caused terrible traffic jams that 
pollute the air. Let‟s we think about this, think about how many 
people own their own cars and use them for work and pleasure. 
In our country, in a family has more than one car is a common 
thing. Other large cities should do what Singapore has done. 
There are no traffic jams. Its air is clean ― free from pollution. It 
only takes fifteen minutes to drive from the city to the airport. 
This happy situation is no accident. It is the result of a 
government program to flight air pollution and traffic jams. The 
government has simply made it very expensive to won and drive 
a car in Singapore. The program requires anyone who wants a cat 
to buy a permit. We should do what Singapore has done, but only 
gradually, step by step.     
From the opinion of one of the positive speakers above, the 
researcher can conclude that she had prepared the material well 
before. She also understood which country has no pollution.  
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   Then, the first of negative said:  
We do not agree with the motion. I understand the problem but I 
just can‟t live without a car. What Singapore did is crazy. It‟s 
impossible to do in our country. There might be other problems. 
Would the public transportation system ― the buses and trains 
― be able to handle all of the people who used to drive their own 
cars? And are the buses and trains convenient for everyone? 
 
 From the opinion of the negative first speaker above, the 
researcher can conclude that he had critical thinking well. He 
understood about the pollution, but he also gave the explanation 
about our life styles in using bad public transportation. 
 After the first speaker of negative team shared his opinion, 
it was the time to the second speaker of positive team to make a 
rebuttal for the first speaker of negative team. Besides, he also gave 
the new arguments for the case. Then, the time was changed by the 
second speaker of negative team to make a rebuttal of second 
speaker of positive team and also gave his new arguments.  
 After the second speaker of negative team, it was the time 
for the third speaker of positive team  to speak. She made a rebuttal 
for the second speaker of negative team and rebuilded the second 
speaker arguments before. Then, it was continued by the third 
speaker from the negative team. 
 When the third speaker had finished his speaking, each 
third speaker also had to deliver their summary of the debate from 
each team and tried to convey the adjudicators that their arguments 
as true as well as possible.  
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During the process of debate, all of the team members gave 
the quite attention one another to know what they wanted to say 
next according to the statements before. The teacher did not 
interrupt the students debating activity. He let the debate run as it 
was without any interfere from him. The students were quite 
understand their tasks, there was no any overlap among debaters.  
At the end of the debate, the teacher corrected the students 
debating activity he told them that they have to be more active and 
give the evidence to strengthen the case of every statements they 
presented. Based on the research of the first debate, the debating 
activity was run on its way. The students were quite understand 
what to do toward the motion. 
3) Closing activity 
In closing activity, the teacher ended the class by giving 
comments and oral corrections toward the debate. The corrections 
were for the grammatical mistakes and some misspelling words.  
He also explained that in debate, the winner of the debate based on 
the material, manner and method, also the gestures is really needed 
including the eyes contact. He also announced which group that 
won the debate at that time. 
The teacher closed his class by saying that they still have 
some more debating activity and reminded the students to make a 
good preparation. They still have twelve meetings left, so they will 
face another debate activity. He also encouraged the students to 
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keep practicing English speaking in their daily conversation with 
the people around them. After that, He closed the lesson by saying 
“That‟s all for today, thanks for coming and see you tomorrow, 
good bye” 
Actually, the implementation of debate technique is 
specialized in teaching English speaking. However, not all the 
speaking class gets the debate material. It is only applied in a 
language class. It is considered that students of language class have 
more capable of speak than other classes. Moreover, it is 
appropriate with the language class because debate focuses on 
language itself. Here, the researcher sees that in Istibank English 
Course, one of the teaching and learning activity is debate 
technique.  
b. The Result of the Teaching–Learning Process in the second 
Meeting in Observation Debate Activity 
In the next debate, on the 3
rd
 May 2016, the motion was “Why learn 
English. Should all of the students in Indonesia learn English?” The 
observation on the teaching and learning activities reveals several findings. 
First, the process of conducting the lesson can be divided into three stages: 
opening, main activity, and closing. Second, the teacher only applied 
debate technique in the teaching and learning activities. 
1) Opening  
Debate technique was taught by teacher, to the students in 
Istibank Course on Tuesday, 3
rd
 May 2016, the teaching and 
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learning process was started by greeting and listed students‟ 
presence. He continued by saying that the day, they would start 
learning using debate technique again. 
The teacher randomly divided 6 students into two groups. 
Each group consists of three students. Before she started the 
debate, he opened the lesson by saying “good morning students, 
how are you today?” he didn‟t say “Assalamu‟allaikum”, because 
he prefers to respect the students who are not muslims. Then, the 
students responded his greeting by saying “Good morning, sir.” 
Then, the teacher asked them “ Are you ready for the lesson 
today?” The students answer “Yes, of course sir”. The teacher did 
such like that to manage the class and control the students in order 
to be ready to follow the lesson. Then, the teacher asked them 
“yesterday you made debate in English speaking class well” The 
students answered “No sir, it has not good enough, but we will do 
the better today” Then the teacher asks them again, “So, you have 
known know what debate is, right?” The students answer “It is 
about the difference of opinion, sir”. The teacher added, “Alright, 
as you know that today we are going to do debating section the 
material has been given to you yesterday” In this case, the teaching 
learning process uses bilingual system because the teacher hopes 
that the students would be easier to understand.  
In this stage, the teacher tried to make the students more 
engaging with the material. Therefore teacher asks some questions 
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to the students related to the material. It is better for the students in 
order to understand about debate as well as possible. So, they can 
easily understand what they should do in the debate process.   
The teacher had launched motions a day before the first 
debate. One group should be the positive team. While, another 
should be negative team. 
2) Main activity  
In the next debate, on the 3
rd
 May 2016, the motion was 
“Why learn English. Should all of the students in Indonesia learn 
English?” In this second debate section, the first speaker of the 
positive team had successfully defining the material and speak up 
more active and more fluent without any nervousness. The first 
speaker of positive team said: 
Ladies and gentlemen, standing in front of you all, I would like to 
deliver my opinion about our debate topic for today, it is why 
learn English. English is the most important international 
language. All schools in Indonesia using English subject as one of 
the important subject. Start from elementary school, junior high 
school, senior high school until the university take English as one 
of the obligation subject. We should all study it until we„re good 
at it, even if it takes several years. English has been one of the 
most important subject in education field.  
 
She said that English is very important for everyone, more 
over for the students. In this case, she had already known that 
English is taught in every education elements not only in formal 
education from Elementary school to university, but also in many 
courses places.  
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From the observation, the first speaker of negative team had 
delivered his thinking toward the motion well. He was succeding in 
presenting his opinion. He said:  
Ladies and gentlemen, after I hear the opinion from the first 
speaker of positive team, I do not agree that English must be 
taught to everyone. If you need English for work or travel, you 
should learn it. But not everybody needs to learn it ― for a lot of 
people, it‟s just a waste of time and energy. For the students, if 
they want to focus on English in the future or they want to get a 
job that English is need, or even traveling to someplaces that need 
English as their communication language, maybe they need 
English. But for another?? It is no need to learn about it Here, I 
just want to emphasize that learning English for some people is 
useless. They do not need wasting their time in learning English. 
There are a lot of things they should do. That‟s all, thank you.  
 
He could explain briefly that not all people need to learn 
English. Just for certain people should learn English. According to 
the way he spoke, the researcher could say that he had already 
known which people needed studying English, he seemed no 
nervous at all. In other side, he also succed in constructing the 
rebuttal for the first speaker of positive team.  
Another debater was also succeeding in delivering the 
argument. The second speaker of positive team‟s argument 
reflected her flow of thought in elaburating the motion. She stated 
her opinion why learn English is very important for everyone.  
Ladies and gentlemen, You may think you don‟t need English 
now, but who knows? You might need it in the future. So, it‟s 
better to be prepared. For example, right now you do not need 
English because you will not go traveling to another country that 
English is the language communication, but who knows next time 
in the future you will go there. So it is really important to prepare 
in begin. 
From the statement above, it can be seen that the second 
speaker of positive team tried to strengthen his team‟s case by 
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showing the reasons that everybody needs to learn English 
although they do not need right now but next time in the future. 
She explained her statement fluently  with good pronunciation and 
without any nervousness at all.  
The third speaker of both teams tried to strengthen the case 
by attacking their opponent‟s case. The debaters may attack their 
opponent‟s case only in a good manner. They may not attack 
personally and pointing the finger to another debater. They also 
may not read their material a lot, but bringing a piece of paper 
containing their points of argument was allowed. 
This last debate seemed completely different from the debate 
before. There were many rebuttals and the elaboration of the 
motion was quite good and deep. In this debate, there was also the 
last debater of each team. Each of them gave an overview that 
compares and contrasts each team‟s views of the central issues of 
contention in the debate.   
3) Closing activity 
In closing activity, the teacher ended the class by giving 
comments and oral corrections toward the debate. The corrections 
were for the grammatical mistakes and some misspelling words.  
He also explained that in debate, the winner of the debate based on 
the material, manner and method, also the gestures is really needed 
including the eyes contact. He also announced which group that 
won the debate at that time. 
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The teacher closed his class by saying that they should be 
more active in the next debate activity in order to be able to build 
up their English with good pronunciation and reminded the 
students to make a good preparation. He also encouraged the 
students to keep practicing English speaking in their daily 
conversation with the people around them. After that, He closed 
the lesson by saying “That‟s all for today, thanks for coming and 
see you tomorrow, good bye”  
Based on the research, the strategies to teach speaking by the 
implementation of debate technique to the course students were started by 
dividing the students into two groups in which each group consisted of 
three learners, launching a motion in each debating round, and conducting 
the debate to deal with the motion. The teacher did not take part at all 
during the debate process. He just let them share their opinion each other. 
At the end of the debate, he told the grammatical mistakes, role of 
speakers, wrong pronunciation, and argumentation of speakers. He also 
gave motivation to the students to speak up confidently. During the debate, 
he did not interrupt at all, he let the debate run naturally as it was, and he 
did not want interfere to the students‟ flow of thought toward the motion. 
By letting the debate run naturally, the students‟ critical thinking ability 
would rise up. The way how they developed their case and the way how 
they asked and answered the questions showed their critical thinking 
abilities. In the teaching- learning using debate, students were the main 
subject who actively involved and respond whatever the material and task 
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given by the teacher. Since this is related with knowledge, the students 
must be able to take any lesson and be responsible of what they said in 
sharing their opinion to get the best result in teaching and learning process. 
Based on the research, the students seemed to be active in the 
process of teaching and learning activity. For example, before the class 
began, the teacher asked the students to rebuild the case. Case building is 
the activity done by the students before conducting the debate. The 
students rewrite their opinion tried to deliver the case, and some of them 
were using internet to find the data dealing with the case.  In this case, the 
students could only keep their focus on what the topic for debate that day. 
The research on the students debating activity also revealed that the 
students‟ role is not only delivering their case, but also responding the 
opponents‟ case. It is shown on the rebuttals among them, the existence of 
rebuttals shown that the students were responding each other. The 
domination active of the students comes up in the debating activity. When 
the teacher asked them to start the debate, they directlly did it without any 
protest. As the debater, they knew what to do 
According to the teacher, the aims of the implementation of debate 
technique are: to encourage the students to speak English fluently with good 
pronunciation without being afraid of making the mistakes in grammatical 
aspects, and he also wanted the students to think critically related to the 
topics given. He said that she wanted the students to be able to speak 
English fluently using debate technique. He wanted them to think critically 
of the problems, because debate is not only using good English but also 
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need to think critically. The students must give strong reasons of their 
opinions. Students should be able to win the case, provide the evidences, 
should be able to connect one another. To achieve those aims, the teachers 
conducted the learning process by using debate technique. Based on this 
research, the teacher used and applied one method in the process of teaching 
and learning activities. It was debate technique. 
In the teaching-learning process, teacher has many roles. The teacher 
is as motivator, manager, facilitator, and evaluator. To make a good 
situation among the teaching-learning process is not easy. Actually, there 
are the strengths and weaknesses of debate technique in teaching English 
speaking to the students in Istibank Surakarta. 
Based on the observation, interview and the documents analyzed, 
debate technique that applied to the students makes the students enjoyed and 
motivated, also the students give possitive respond for applying debate 
technique.. They are cooperative enough with the teacher and have great 
spirits to follow the teaching-learning process. They become more 
challenging to be able to think smart, more active, and more creative. It 
would make the students know what they have to do. It means that the 
students accept of applying the debate in teaching English speaking.  
The other strength of applying debate technique in teaching English 
speaking in Istibank surakarta is the students give possitive respond. Some 
of the students always give positive reactions indicated by answering the 
teacher‟s questions. It means that they are respectful to the debate technique 
which is applied. Besides, there are some students who have willingness to 
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practice debate in front of the class. They want to become a volunteer to try 
to perform debate technique. 
 
B. Discussion  
Based on the research finding above, the researcher wants to discuss 
the finding about the implementation of debate technique encourages students 
to speak communicatively in teaching English speaking to the students in 
Istibank Course of Surakarta. 
The finding of the research shows that the implementation of debate 
technique encouraged the students to speak communicatively. Speaking 
communicatively means that students were able to ask and answer the 
question and they were able to establish debate. This is also proven in the 
debating activity that all the students were able to deliver their argument in an 
accepted way. It was also proven that many opinions, rebuttals, and defences 
mechanism that can be delivered by the students during the debate.  
According to the theory of debate from Freeley (2000), there are two 
kinds of debate. Those are applied debate and academic debate. Applied 
debate is conducted on propositions in which the advocates have a special 
interest, and debate is presented before a judge or an audience with the power 
to render a birding decision on the proposion. While academic debate is 
conducted on propositions in which the advocates have an academic interest, 
and debate is presented before a judge or an audience without direct power to 
render a birding decision on the proposition applied debate might be classified 
as special debate, judicial debate, parliamentary debate, or non formal debate. 
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While an academic debate is conducted under the direction of an educational 
institution to provide educational opportunities for the students.  
Based on the researcher‟s observation, the teacher adapted to apply 
debate. Teacher tried to apply the kind of debate which no needs much time 
and regulation like a formal debate. He tried to apply non formal debate. It is 
conducted without the formal rules found in special, judicial, parliamentary, 
and academic debate. it usually held in newspaper and television 
commentators. In debate, the students should be able to elaborate the motion 
based on their understanding. During the observation, students were able to 
speak communicatively. It was proven that there were many rebuttals in it. 
The rebuttal speech is an opportunity to summarize and extend your critical 
arguments in the debate, summarize and refute the arguments of the other 
team, and show why, given the arguments that have been advanced in the 
debates, your side wins (Meany & Shuster, 2003:  7).  
From the research, it revealed that the implementation of debate 
technique can promote students‟ critical thinking ability. This is proven in the 
debating activity, students were able to create competitive debates. A 
statement given by Shutter and Meany (2003: 7) indicates that debate and 
critical thinking is closely related.  
All students can benefit from training in oral communication and 
argumentation. A course in debating is a course in practical knowledge, 
critical thinking, researh and public speaking. These are all essential skills for 
students who wish to succed in school or in the workplace. In constructing 
debate, students showed the ability of critical thinking. Firstly, they had 
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understood the motion, they could define the motion, developing the time line, 
and composing the split from the given motion, and the cases are always 
linked back to the motion.  
Secondly, they could choose which arguments that should be taken to 
compose rebuttal. When the researcher analyzes arguments in debate, she is 
not just trying to figure out what kinds of arguments they are. We are also 
trying to figure out which arguments are important and why. In every debate, 
some arguments are more important than others. If you can identify which 
arguments are the most important, you will have learned an important skill. 
Part of debate is convincing the judge that your arguments are the most 
important (Meany & Shutter, 2003: 138).  
Based on the observation, interview, and document analyzed, the 
implementation of debate technique in teaching English speaking made the 
students enjoyed and motivated. Those were indicated by the students doing 
during the lesson. They were cooperative enough with the teacher and have 
great spirits to follow the teaching-learning process. They found challenging 
to be able to think smart, more active, and more creative. It would make the 
students know what they have to do.  
The conclusion of the research discussion is that teacher at Istibank 
Surakarta has taught the English speaking using debate technique. The 
teacher implemented the applied debate especially the non formal debate. 
This research could be used to extend the previous studies. It focuses on 
the implementation of debate technique in teaching English speaking at 
Istibank Surakarta. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusions 
In this part of chapter V, the research that had been conducted 
thoroughly on the topic of The Implementation of Debate Technique in 
Teaching English Speaking to the Students at Istibank Surakarta, finally 
brought the researcher to the conclusion. The implementation of debate 
technique encourages the students to speak communicatively. The students 
finally were able to speak and share their opinion confidently. It was 
revealed from the debating activity that the students were able to deliver 
their argument in sccepted way. The students were able to construct good 
debates. It is proven that there were many rebuttals during the debate. The 
existence of rebuttal indicates students were able to create a communicative 
debate. The  implementation of debate technique also can promote the 
students‟ critical thinking ability, proven by the students‟ ability in 
constructing argument in debate session. They could define the motion, 
developing the time line, and composing the split from the given motion, 
and the arguments are always linked back to the motion. They were also 
able to choose arguments that should be taken to compose rebuttal. 
The implementation of debate technique could make the students are 
enjoyed, motivated, and brave to speak in order to deliver their opinions. 
They find challenging to be able to think smart, more active, and more 
creative. It would make the students know what they have to do. Debate 
activity has built good atmosphere for the students to speak. It makes the 
68 
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students brave and confident. Therefore, it is helpful for the students 
speaking to motivate themselves to speak in addition and improve the 
students speaking ability dealing with interaction with other in conversation 
and debate about the topic. 
The students were interested in the implementation of debate activity 
in their speaking class. More than half of the student responded that debate 
activity was amazing to do, the topic of debate were interesting, there were 
any improvements in communication for them after the activity.  
This research concludes that the teacher in Istibank Surakarta has 
taught using debate technique in teaching English speaking. The teacher 
adapts the applied debate especially non formal debate which no need all 
components of debate to apply like a real debate.     
 
B. Implication 
The result of the research confirms that the teaching and learning 
using debate technique can be used to teach speaking and promote students‟ 
critical thinking ability, especially for the students of Istibank Course of 
Surakarta. According to the result of the study, the implementation of debate 
technique is an appropriate way to teach speaking and promote students‟ 
thinking ability. This result can also be an alternative reference  for the 
teachers in developing their teaching quality.  
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C. Suggestions 
After presenting the analyzing data the implementation of debate 
technique in teaching English speaking to the students at Istibank Surakarta, 
the researcher gives some suggestions related to the implementation of 
debate technique. The researcher hopefully this result would be useful for the 
teacher, students, and other researcher. Those are described as follow: 
1. For the Teachers 
a. The teachers should be creative in teaching, since English is not an 
easy subject for some students. Teachers also need to know the 
psychological condition of their students, so that they could create 
such an enjoyble learning activity. Teachers also need to know what 
the students like and dislike dealing with the teaching style, and use it 
wisely as the key in teaching English.  
b. The teacher should be able to explain the material clearly, so that the 
students can understand well before practicing debate. 
c. The teacher should provide the maximum opportunity for all students 
to speak up and practice debate in the class. Providing maximum 
time for the students expected that students  have more spirit to 
speak and share their opinion. It is also used to lose the 
discrimination between the clever and the poor students.  
2. For the Students 
a. The students should keep in mind that mastering English is very 
important. Besides, the students should be able to think critically to 
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decide what to do dealing with any problems they got. The students 
should have confidence in speaking class. 
3. For Other Researcher  
Based on the limitation of the study, the scope of material of this 
research is limited on the teaching English speaking using debate 
technique. The researcher realizes that this research is far from being 
perfect. The researcher hopes that this result research could open the 
extend research for other researcher who wants to conduct research 
about the implementation of debate technique in teaching-learning 
process in different perspectives.  
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